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fieto ILtterature 

The most important boiks listed in these columns will receive notice in the book-review pages. 



OLD TESTAMENT 
BOOKS 

Kent, C. F. The Kings and Prophets of Israel and Judah from the Division of the 
Kingdom to the Babylonian Exile. [The Historical Bible.] New York: Scribners, 
1909. Pp. xv + 323. 
This third volume of the Historical Bible covers that period in Old Testament 

history that is richest in literary and spiritual achievements. It can be unreservedly 

recommended to the teacher and student who are willing to do a little actual work in 

order to secure a just appreciation of the Old Testament. 

Driver S. R. Modern Research as Illustrating the Bible. [The Schweich Lectures, 

1908.] London: Henry Frowde, 1909. Pp. viii + 95. 3s. 

The first lecture delivered before the British Academy on a foundation established 
in 1907 by Mr. Leopold Schweich, of Paris. It is a careful and brief summary of the 
contribution of archaeology and exploration to the understanding of the Bible. Many 
illustrations add to the attractiveness of the volume. 

Brooke, A. E., and McLean, N. The Old Testament in Greek according to the 
Text of Codex Vaticanus, Supplemented from Other Uncial Manuscripts, with a 
Critical Apparatus Containing the Variants of the Chief Ancient Authorities for 
the Text of the Septuagint. Vol. I, Part II: Exodus and Leviticus. Cambridge: 
The University Press, 1909. Pp. viii+251. 12s. 6d. 
The appearance of each new portion of this great work is hailed with joy by all 

students of the text of the Old Testament, for whose work it is bound to be indispensable. 

Hirschy, N. C. Artaxerxes III (Ochus) and His Reign, with Special Consideration 
of the Old Testament Sources Bearing upon the Period. Chicago: The Univer- 
sity of Chicago Press, 1909. Pp. v + 85. $0.75. 
A careful compilation of all the known facts concerning the reign of Artaxerxes 

Ochus, together with a critical examination of the Old Testament passages assigned 

to this period by various scholars. The work constituted a Doctor's dissertation at the 

University of Berne. 

Courtney, W. L. The Literary Man's Bible. A Selection of Passages from the Old 
Testament, Historic, Poetic, and Philosophic, Illustrating Hebrew Literature. 
New York: T Y. Crowell & Co., 1909. Pp. xii + 414. $1.23. 
The fact that this book is now in its fourth edition shows that it has proved its 

value to many readers. The passages selected are printed in the King James Version 

and are provided with brief annotations. The standpoint of the interpretation is that 

of the modern school of Bible-study. 

Girdlestone, R. B. Old Testament Theology and Modern Ideas. [The Anglican 

Church Handbooks.] New York: Longmans, Green and Co., 1909. Pp. 128. 

40 cents. 
Lees, H. C. The Joy of Bible Study. [The Anglican Church Handbooks.] New 

York: Longmans, Green and Co., 1909. Pp. viii + 127. 4ocents. 

These two little handbooks will be found serviceable to many devout minds. 
They contain many good and helpful things. The point of view is that of the tradition- 
alist. 
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Sulzberger, Mayer. Am Ha-Aretz, the Ancient Jewish Parliament. A Chapter 
in the Constitutional History of Ancient Israel. Philadelphia: J. H. Green- 
stone. 1909. Pp. 96. 
A clever defense of the proposition that the phrase "people of the land" in the 

Old Testament is a technical term used to designate the highest political assembly, the 

prototype of the modern parliament. 

Caspari, W. Aufkommen und Krise des israelitischen Konigtums unter David. 

Ursachen, Teilnehmer und Verlauf des Absalom'schen Aufstandes. Berlin: 

Trowitzsch und Sohn, 1909. Pp. 138. M. 4.50. 

A valuable study of the historical conditions out of which the revolt of Absalom 
arose. The discussion shows sound judgment and keen discrimination in the treatment 
of ancient narratives. 



NEW TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

Slack, S. B. Early Christianity. [Religions Ancient and Modern.] Chicago: Open 

Court Publishing Co., 1909. Pp. 94. 

This is a fresh and interesting sketch of the Christian movement of the first and 
second centuries, unfortunately distorted by a somewhat unhistorical and superficial 
method of approach (e. g., p. 31). While decidedly up to date on many matters, 
Mr. Slack repeats the old error that Aristides addressed his apology to Hadrian (p. 64), 
and represents that apology as published in Greek in Texte und Untersuchungen, IV. 
As a matter of fact it is extant only in Syriac (except for two Armenian fragments) 
and no Greek edition of it is or has been possible. The Syriac shows conclusively that it 
was presented to Antoninus Pius. The book is liable to similar criticism on other 
grounds, but mainly for its failure to do justice to the historical character of early 
Christianity, the central point of which Mr. Slack has wholly missed. It is to be 
hoped that the other faiths included in this series will be treated with more fairness 
and insight. 

Waylen, Hector. Mountain Pathways. A Study in the Ethics of the Sermon on 
the Mount. Together with a Revised Translation and Critical Notes. With an 
Introduction by F. C. Burkitt. London: Sherratt and Hughes, 1909. Pp. 95. 
This quaint study, concerned partly with learning, partly with edification, presents 

some helpful illustrations for the interpretation of the great discourse. 

Preuschen, Erwin. Griechisch-Deutsches Handworterbuch zu den Schriften des 
Neuen Testaments und der ubrigen urchristlichen Literatur. Vierte Lieferung: 
Za/3ouX<i» bis Kvpia/cij. Giessen; Topelmann, 1909. Coll. 481-640. M. 1.80. 
The new part of Preuschen's promising dictionary exhibits the conciseness and 
completeness which have characterized the earlier parts. Preuschen gives preference 
to some spellings discountenanced, with good reason, by Hort (lepotriXv/xa, 'AX^oios) 
and even by Nestle, whom Preuschen professes to follow ('HXfos). The use of 
Bpianfleiu) in II Cor. 2:14, as "to make to triumph" is less certain than Preuschen 
represents. Ke<pa\i6u> (Mark 12:4) rendered "to maltreat," is a problematical word, 
upon which light is really needed. The reference for Z&ri/uos, Martyrdom of Polycarp 
9:1 (col. 490) is an error; it should be Pol. to the Philippians 9: 1. The omission of 
66.<r<rwv (BirTiav) (col. 502) seems to be an oversight. Qiypi (col. 503) is against all the 
editors. Preuschen is failing to give readings of Funk and Lightfoot in the Apostolic 
Fathers the attention he proposed in his preface to give them. The use of the symbols 
t and * at the end of articles was not explained by Preuschen in his preface, and this leads 
to some uncertainty. It would seem that f designates Siraf \ey6ixeva and * articles 
which give full lists of all the word's occurrences; but if so, the asterisk seems some- 
times to have been misapplied. 
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Findlay, George G. Fellowship in the Life Eternal. An Exposition of the Epistles 
of St. John. London; Hodder and Stoughton, 1909. Pp. xv + 431. $2.50. 
Dr. Findlay's commentary is of the practical rather than the critical type. The 
religious meaning of the Johannine epistles is brought out with much learning and 
insight, and elaborated, in a way likely to be especially helpful to ministerial readers. 
The three epistles are held to be the work of John the apostle, the second being 
sent to the church at Pergamum, the third to a member of that church, and the first 
to the churches of that region, in the last years of the apostle's life. Indeed the Johan- 
nine authorship of gospel, epistles and Revelation, is accepted by Dr. Findlay, and 
with little attention to the serious difficulties attaching to the view. 

Bigg, Charles. The Origins of Christianity. Edited by T. B. Strong. Oxford: 

Clarendon Press, 1909. Pp. viii + 518. $3.00. 

In this excellent work, the Christian history and literature of the first three centur- 
ies are treated with great learning and breadth of view, being constantly brought into 
relation with the wider history of the times. The book is thus an introduction both 
to the history and to the literature of the early church. On some matters Dr. Bigg 
has not adopted what seems the most critical view, and the later books of the New Testa- 
ment, those, e. g., of Domitian's time, might well have been included. But the book 
will be useful, as showing the subsequent literature vividly in its historical setting. 



